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of knowledge. No, says Shaw: 'If you cannot attain to
knowledge without torturing a dog, you must do without
knowledge.1
His objections to vaccination are not complicated so much
as numerous. In the first place, not believing in its in-
fallibility he regards it as a superstition, a * corrupt and
mischievous' one, and therefore objects to compulsory
vaccination much as a Moslem would object to compulsory
baptism. Then, his natural fastidiousness of person is
such that he would in any case demur at the prospect of a
hostile army of diseased microbes invading the Shavian
blood stream; but when told that the doctor empowered
to compel the operation also has a vested interest in it, and
that without it and similar operations his income would
suffer serious depletion, he recoils violently, and condemns
the whole affair as a professional conspiracy as well as a lay
superstition. In fact, Bernard Shaw's objection to vaccina-
tion, 'dirty, dangerous, and unscientific' in method as he
considered it at any rate in 1906, is but part of his much
more virulent obj ection to the profit of the private doctor
administering it: that is, to the privateness of the private
doctor.
And this, of course, is part of his wider hatred of all
private things, from property downwards. For Bernard
Shaw is your true Republican. He loves and lives for the
Res PuHica^ or Public Thing, and longs to smash or abolish
or municipalize or nationalize the Private Thing wherever
he finds it. Thus the principle of the 1947 nationalization
of medical service had his wholehearted approval, and a
guess that he would choose the Public Trustee instead of
private persons to execute his will would be the correct guess.
For all his dogmatic reiteration and hard pounding, how-
ever, Shaw as a crank was neither always consistent nor ever
very convincing. In application to personal conduct his
doctrines too often crumbled and dissolved. Holding all
property theft, for example, he yet became and remained
a man of property; and still advocating equal incomes for
all, he survived as one of the wealthy few. Nor was his
diet really completely vegetarian, products -such as butter-
milk (one of his staple drinks) being of animal derivation.